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THE JOUENALS AND PAPBES OP THE CONTI- 
NENTAL CONGEESS. 

BY HERBERT FRIEDENWALD. 

(Continued from page 184.) 

The years 1778 and 1779 having been provided for, and 
the publications proving satisfactory, no more attention was 
paid to the subject during that year, beyond adding, on 
August 26, Houston, Peabody, and Partridge to the print- 
ing committee. 1 Early in 1780 the question of printing 
the Journal again came up, for the year's work had to be 
looked after. To speak in the words of the original record, 
on January 18, 1780, " A motion was made by Mr. Gerry 
seconded by Mr. Sherman, That, in the Journals of Con- 
gress for later date than the 31st of December 1779, the 
yeas and nays, and the names of the members calling them 
be not printed; but that the same together with the re- 
spective propositions on which they are taken, be printed 
in pamphlets at the end of every three months ; and that 
ten copies thereof as soon as completed, be sent to each 
state. A division was called for and on the question to 
agree to the first part, the yeas and nays being required, It 
was resolved, that in the Journals of Congress of a later date 

1 Journal of Congress MS. and monthly sheets August 20, 1779. On 
October 20, November 5, November 29, and December 14 of that year 
Claypoole was ordered to be paid various sums for printing and binding 
the Journals, aggregating nearly twenty thousand dollars in the currency 
of that time. On October 30, 1779, the Commissioners of the Chamber 
of Accounts reported to Congress that they had examined the account of 
Claypoole, and that they had found he had overcharged in every article. 
" They know not how the matter can be remedied unless Congress ad- 
vertise for proposals for printing" every three months or any other 
stated time, the preference to be given to the most reasonable. How- 
ever, as there was no way out of the matter, they recommended that Clay- 
poole be paid twelve thousand dollars on account ; this was done on 
November 5. See Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 35, p. 55. 
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than December 31st, 1779, the yeas and nays and the names 
of the members calling for them be not printed." The 
second part of the resolution was then voted on and de- 
feated, and it was resolved instead " That the Journals of 
Congress for the current year (1780) be published monthly, 
and agreeably to the foregoing resolution." Accordingly 
we find here and there in public libraries and in private 
collections a few of these monthly parts bound up with a 
regular title-page and index to the whole, the latter being 
entitled Index to Volume VI. 1 

Like its predecessor for 1779, this varied greatly from the 
volume containing the proceedings of 1780, with which we 
are most familiar, and is also almost, though not quite, as 
scarce. The variations in the text will be spoken of at 
length below. We may note in passing that as a result of 
the resolution just read the yea and nay votes which are 
recorded in the MS. in profusion have never at any time 
been printed. 

By the middle of the year 1780 the Journal of 1779 had 

1 Journals | of | Congress, | From | January 1st, 1780, ] To | January 
1st, 1781. | Published by Order of Congress. | Philadelphia: Printed 
by David C. Claypoole, | Printer to the Honorable the Congress. 8vo, 
pp. 403. Some copies contain, besides the above pages, an index, pp. 
xxxviii, and appendix, pp. (3). The sheets were issued as printed 
monthly, with the following sub-titles : 

Journals of Congress, | For January, 1780. pp. (3) to 38. 

* * * | For February, 1780. pp. (41) to 73. 

* * * j For March, 1780. pp. (75) to 106. 

* * * | For April, 1780. pp. (106) to 131. 

* * * j For May, 1780. pp. (132) to 162. 

* * * j For June, 1780. pp. (164) to 198. 

* * * | For July, 1780. pp. (199) to 237. 

* * * j For August, 1780. pp. (239) to 274. 

* * * I For September, 1780. pp. (275) to 314. 

* * * | For October, 1780. pp. (315) to 349. 

* * * j For November, 1780. pp. (351) to 384. 

* * * | For December, 1780. pp. (385) to 403. 

Mistakes in pagination occur as follows : pp. 106 and 200 are repeated ; 
p. 236 is printed 256. No account is taken of the blank page between 
pp. 384 and 385. The sheets were also issued bound, with title as 
above, and later with the index and appendix. 
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become scarce, and so on June 20 of that year the com- 
mittee on printing the Journals were empowered to have 
the Journal of 1779 immediately reprinted in one volume, 
omitting the yeas and nays. Olaypoole was kept so busy 
with the work then on hand that he was not able to carry 
out this resolution till 1783. But the committee, acting 
under the authority to omit the yeas and nays, went still 
further, and made omissions in such number that their 
handiwork, which is the volume for that year ordinarily met 
with, and has been followed in all subsequent reprints, is 
but an unsatisfactory abridgment of the whole. 1 Similarly 
a volume containing a part of the proceedings of 1780, and 
published by order of Congress by John Dunlap, made its 
appearance, probably during 1787, bearing the title of 
" Resolutions, Acts and Orders of Congress." This seems 
to have been authorized in order to follow in the footsteps 
of Claypoole's abridgment of the Journal for 1779. It con- 
tains little more than its title implies, and, in spite of its 
imperfections, has been the volume followed in the republi- 
cations of 1800 and 1824, and is generally known as Volume 
VI. of the set. Although bearing the authorization of Con- 
gress upon its title-page, no resolution ordering such a pub- 
lication has been met with. As Dunlap had his day again 
in 1784-85, when Claypoole was superseded, it is safe to 
assume that it was not printed earlier than that date, and 

1 Sundry matters pertaining to the printing of the Journal came up 
during 1780, which may be inserted here. On January 13, 1780, Fran- 
cis Bailey, of Philadelphia, wrote to Congress (received on January 20) 
that he contemplated printing an edition of the Kesolves of Congress, 
and asked that Congress patronize the work, furnish the paper, etc., 
without which the cost would be too great for him to undertake it. (See 
Bulletin of Department of State, No. 3, p. 27.) It was referred to the 
committee on printing the Journals and by them buried. On February 
8, July 25, August 25, and October 21 sums aggregating thirty thousand 
dollars were ordered to be paid to Claypoole. On November 28 the com- 
mander-in-chief of the army and sundry officers were ordered supplied 
with, copies of the Journals for the use of the army. From September 
19 on the Journals and other public papers were ordered to be sent to 
the administrative powers of the States free of postage, and the Secretary 
was empowered to frank them accordingly. 
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possibly, as Mr. Ford suggests, under the resolution of 
September 13, 1786. 1 

"We have now reached the year 1781. By that time 
the pinch of poverty had been sorely felt, and the Con- 
gress was unwilling to continue the costly experiments of 
the preceding two years. Accordingly we have no more 
weekly or monthly issues. But the seventh and eighth 
volumes of the Journal were both printed by Claypoole. 
The first of these contained the whole of the proceedings 
for 1781 as well as those of 1782 down to and including 
November 2, 1782. 2 After the adoption of the Articles of 
Confederation in November, 1781, the Congressional year 
began with the first Monday in each November, and the 
title given to Congress was that of the " United States in 
Congress Assembled." I have seen at the Pennsylvania 
Historical Society the proceedings from April 21 to May 
21, 1782, in signatures and bound, but there is nothing to 
indicate the date of its appearance. It is, however, quite 
possible that as parts of the Journal came from the printer 
they were distributed among the members without waiting 
for the whole to be completed. Nothing need be said about 

1 Eesolutions, | Acts and Orders | of | Congress, | For the Year 1780. 
| Volume VI. | Published by Order of Congress. | Printed by John 

Dunlap. [n. d. n. p.] 8vo, pp. 257 ; index, pp. xliii. Ford's No. 296. 

2 Journals | of | Congress | And of the | United States | In Congress 
Assembled, | For the Year 1781. | Published by Order of Congress. | 
Volume VII. | Philadelphia: | Printed by David 0. Claypoole. | 
M,DCC,LXXXI. | 8vo, pp. 522 ; appendix, pp. 4 ; index, pp. lxxix. 
Ford's No. 321. This volume contains all the proceedings for 1781 as 
well as those down to November 2, 1782, inclusive. For this reason 
the date of publication given in the title-page is false, as it could not 
have appeared before the end of the year 1782, and probably did not 
until 1783 or 1784. The appendix contains the rules of Congress adopted 
May 4, 1781. The index is incorrectly entitled : General Index \ To Volume 
VIII. This mistake is corrected in the following volume : Journals | of 
| Congress | And of the | United States | In Congress Assembled, | For 

the Year 1781. | Published by Order of Congress. | Volume VII. | New- 
York: | Printed by John Patterson. | MDCCLXXXVII. 8vo, pp. 522 ; 
appendix, pp. (4), (13) ; index, pp. lxxix. The additional appendix con- 
tains the report of the Committee on Debts due the United States, dated 
April 18, 1781. Ford's No. 322. 
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the eighth volume beyond that it contained the proceed- 
ings for the Congressional year 1782-83. 1 Both of the vol- 
umes just mentioned were issued under the supervision of 
Charles Thomson, the Secretary of Congress, for the stand- 
ing committee was abolished in January, 1782, when the 
office of Secretary was regulated, and among the duties 
assigned to him was that of superintending the printing of 
the Journals and other publications of Congress. 2 It is 
quite likely that under his orderly supervision the printer 
was directed to furnish the Journal in signatures as soon as 
made ready. 

In September, 1783, by reason of some indiscreet publi- 
cation in his paper, the Pennsylvania Packet, Claypoole fell 
under the ban and was dismissed from the position of 
printer to Congress. His successor was the man who had 
preceded him, for in October 3 of that year, upon motion of 
Mr. Mercer, seconded by Mr. Williamson, the Secretary was 
instructed to employ John Dunlap to print for Congress, 
and " to inform him, that Congress expect he will keep his 
office at the place where they may reside." In the spring 
of 1784 (April) Congress decided to adjourn on the third 
day of June until the following November, intending to 
leave the management of the country's affairs during the 
interval in the hands of the Committee of the States, ap- 
pointed in accordance with the provisions of the Articles of 
Confederation. The powers with which they were invested 
and the directions for their conduct in office were agreed to on 
May 29, 1784. They were instructed, among other things, 
to keep a Journal, which was to be published monthly and 
transmitted to the executives of the several States, and 

1 Journal | of the | United States | In Congress Assembled, | Con- 
taining | The Proceedings | From | The First Monday in November 
1782, | To | The First Monday in November 1783. | Volume VIII. | 
Published by Order of Congress. | Philadelphia: | Printed by David C. 
Claypoole. | M,DCC,LXXXIII. | 8vo, pp. 483. Most copies have, in 
addition, an index, pp. xxxvi, although some were issued in boards 
without it. Ford's No. 345. 

2 See Journal of Congress, January 28, 1782. 

3 Ibid., October 31, 1783. 
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whenever desired the yeas and nays were to be entered. 1 
In keeping with their resolutions, Congress adjourned on 
the day appointed. The Committee of the States met at 
Annapolis on the next day, 2 and among their first acts were 
those granting Secretary Thomson leave to return to Phila- 
delphia, and directing the clerks in the Secretary's office 
to attend the committee " and make the entries." But 
Thomson did not lose sight of what was going on during 
his absence. Letters to the clerks, Bankson and Remsen, 
were written by him nearly every day of the brief session 
of the committee, and they for the most part have to do 
with the printing of the Journal. In a letter * to Adams, 
Franklin, and Jefferson, dated June 18, 1784, he says he 
incloses " a copy of the Journal of the last session of Con- 
gress as far as printed," and in another, written at the same 
time, he qualifies this statement by adding that the Journal 
sent to the above came " up to 28 May." 

Three days later 4 he says he is sorry to find that there will 
likely be a delay in printing the Journal, which, in accordance 
with the resolution of Congress of October 31, 1783, was 
being printed at Annapolis. Thomson adds that when 
Dunlap, who is out of town, returns, he will press him to 
send down another hand to finish the work. 

By the 20th July the Journal of the last session is finished, 
and Thomson hopes that the printer will then take up and 
print what remains of 1783 and complete it as speedily as 
possible. 5 He writes at the same time criticising the manner 
in which the Journal of the Committee of the States has 
been kept, a copy of which had been sent for his inspection, 
and makes suggestions for its improvement. Other letters 

1 Journal of Congress, May 29, 1784. ' June 4, 1784. 

3 See MS. in possession of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 

* Letter to B. Bankson, ibid. 

6 Exactly what Thomson means by " last session" is not clear. It may 
have meant the session from November, 1782, to November, 1783, or it 
may have referred to that from November, 1783, to June, 1784. As 
he speaks of finishing " what remains of 1783" in his letter of 20th 
July, it is probable that he means the session of 1782-83 when he 
speaks of " last session." 
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written during July indicate that Thomson was doing his 
all to hasten the publication, and on August 10, when the 
Committee was about disbanding for lack of a quorum, he 
wrote Bankson, " I am sorry the printer makes no better 
progress. I wish you would stimulate him and urge his 
completing the journal of 1783 with all possible expedi- 
tion." 1 

Before the end of the year 1784 Thomson succeeded in 
getting out not only all of the Journal of Congress for that 
year, but the Journal of the Committee of the States as 
well, both of which bear the imprint of John Dunlap. 2 

In March, 1785, the Secretary's office was further regu- 
lated, but the duties of looking after Congressional publica- 
tions still fell to his lot. 3 From a resolution enacted a month 
later 4 directing the Secretary to furnish the delegates of 
each State with six copies of the Journal of Congress, com- 
mencing with the session of November, 1784, " in the order 
in which they are published," it would seem that the Journal 
must have been issued in signatures or possibly in monthly 
parts. None of these separates has been traced. In the 

1 From these letters it would appear that while the eighth volume of 
the Journals bears the date 1783, it was not completed till 1784. 

2 In Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 32, p. 63, is found the fol- 
lowing : " Ordered that the Secretary revise the Journals of the States to 
be printed forthwith," and endorsed, " Passed August 2d 1784 Motion 
that the Secretary cause the Journal of the Com M of the States to be 
printed." The Journal of the Committee for August 2, 1784, has such a 
resolution entered upon it. 

Journal | of the | United States | In Congress Assembled : | Contain- 
ing | The Proceedings | From | The Third Day of November, 1783, | To 

| The Third Day of June, 1784. | Volume IX. | Published by Order of 
Congress. | Philadelphia: | Printed by John Dunlap, | Printer to the 
United States in | Congress Assembled, [n. d.] 8vo, pp. 317. This was 
issued also in another form with an index, pp. xviii, and bound up with 
the following : Journal | of the | Committee of the States : | Containing 

| The Proceedings | From | The First Friday in June 1784 | To | The 
Second Friday in August 1784. | Published by Order of Congress. | 
Printed by John Dunlap, | Printer to the United States in Congress 
Assembled. | M.DCC.LXXXIV. 8vo, pp. 47. 

3 Journal of Congress, March 31, 1785. 
*Ibid., April 29, 1785. 
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spring of this year (1785) the question of reprinting the 
Journals came up in Congress on several occasions. The 
matter was finally referred to a committee, 1 and on June 1, 
1785, they reported it as their opinion that the whole of the 
Journal ought to be reprinted and published, " And that 
such part of the secret Journals as are marked for that 
purpose by ye Committee and which have not heretofore 
been printed and published be incorporated in their order 
agreeably to their dates." They further recommended 
that the Secretary advertise for bids for their publication 
in quarto. 2 This report was taken up on June 21 3 and 
referred to the Secretary to take order, and on August 29 
Thomson inserted the following advertisement in the New 
York Packet:* 

By November, Thomson had received bids from Dunlap, 
Oswald, and the Cists, of Philadelphia ; from Childs, Lon- 
don, and Kollock, of New York; from Adams, of "Wil- 
mington; from Wheeler, of Providence; and from Collins, 

1 They were Houston, Howell, Hindman, Grayson, and Ellery. 

2 Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 23, p. 281. 

3 Journal of Congress, June 21, 1785. 
1 New York Packet, August 29, 1785. 

" OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF CONGRESS, August 26, 1785. 

" The United States in Congress assembled intending to have a new, 
correct and complete edition of their Journals ; the Printers in the several 
States are hereby requested to [send to] this office, on or before the first 
Monday in November next, the terms on which they will engage to 
publish the said Journals, and to deliver one thousand copies thereof. 

" The person or persons contracting, must engage to have a complete 
index made for the whole, from the beginning to the first Monday in 
November, 1785, and inserted in the volume ending at that time. 

" The proposal must "mention the time when the work can be entered 
upon, and the quantity which can be composed daily ; and be accom- 
panied with specimens of the paper and types. 

" The work to be carried on at the place where Congress resides or 
within such distance thereof as shall be determined by the Secretary of 
Congress, who is to superintend the printing, and revise the proof sheets, 

" Charles Thomson, Secretary. 

" (The Printers in the several states are requested to give the above a 
place in their papers.)" 
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of Trenton. 1 Thomson reported the results of his adver- 
tisement to Congress, and they referred the matter to a 
committee, who reported on January 1, 1786. 2 The com- 
mittee mentioned above recommends obliging the printer, 
who may be appointed, " entering into Articles to print 
500 copies at his risk and cost for sale," and also that the 
Journal of the Stamp Act Congress be included in the 
edition. But before their report was given consideration, 
Dunlap's edition of the Journals for 1784-85 made its ap- 
pearance, bearing date of 1785. 3 

The question did not come up again until September, 
1786,'' when Mr. Bloodworth moved that the " Secretary 
have printed and bound, in the usual manner, 300 Vols, of 
the Journals of Congress for each of the years 1777, 1778, 
1780, 1781 & 1782," which motion was carried a week later. 5 

There is no evidence that all of the volumes here author- 
ized were ever printed ; or, if they were, they have all been 
destroyed. As mentioned above, it may be that the " Reso- 
lutions, Acts & Orders" of 1780 made their appearance 
under this act. John Patterson, of New York, published, 
by order of Congress, Volume III. of the Journal, containing 
the proceedings for 1777, but it bears no date. He also 
published in 1787 Volume VII., containing the proceedings 
of 1781, which is an almost exact copy of Claypoole's vol- 
ume for that year. Although no bids from him for doing 
the work authorized by resolution of September 13, 1786, 
have been found, it is altogether probable that Thomson 
made an arrangement with him for publishing these two 

1 These proposals are all to be found in Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 46, p. 181 et seg. 

2 Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 23, p. 285, dated January 30, 
1786. 

3 Journal | of the | United States | In Congress Assembled : | Con- 
taining | The Proceedings | From | The First Monday in November 
1784. | Published by order of Congress. | Printed by John Dunlap, | 
Printer to the United States in | Congress Assembled. | M,DCC,LXXXV. 
8vo, pp. 368 ; index, pp. xxvi. Ford's No. 402. 

* Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 23, p. 305. 
6 Journal of Congress, September 13, 1786. 
Vol. xxi. — 25 
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volumes, and stopped there because signs were pointing 
too forcibly to the supersession of the old Congress by the 
new. Dunlap was meantime retained as printer of the later 
proceedings, and the last three volumes (XI., XII., and 
XIII.) bear his imprint. 1 

But one more occasion arose whereon a question of print- 
ing and publication was discussed by the Continental Con- 
gress. This time Varnum, of Ehode Island, is the moving 
spirit, and his proposition, which had conferred on it the 
dignity of a Congressional report, and no other, was that, in 
addition to publishing the Journal and other documents, the 
United States should publish a bi-weekly paper. It was to 
be known as The North American Journal, was to appear on 
Tuesdays and Saturdays of each week, was to be published 
"under the inspection of the Secretary of Foreign Affairs," 
or such other person or persons as Congress might direct ; 
was to contain foreign and domestic information, " Senti- 
ments, moral, philosophical and elegant; strictures, po- 

1 Journal | of the | United States | In Congress Assembled : | Contain- 
ing the | Proceedings | From | The 3d Day of November, 1785, | To | 
The 3d Day of November, 1786. | Volume XII. | Published by Order of 
Congress. | Printed by John Dunlap. [n. d.] 8vo, pp. 267 ; index, pp. xvi. 
Ford's No. 435. This volume begins with the proceedings of November 
7 instead of November 3, as the title indicates. The imprint Volume 
XII. is a mistake for Volume XL, as the next volume is Volume XII. 

Journal | of the | United States | In Congress Assembled : | Contain- 
ing | The Proceedings | From | The Sixth Day of November, 1786, | To 
| The Fifth Day of November, 1787. | Volume XII. | Published by 
Order of Congress. | M,DCC,LXXXVII. | 8vo, pp. 220; appendix, pp. 
221-255; index, pp. (9). Ford's No. 436. The last entry in this volume 
is under date of October 30, 1787, and reads, " Four states assembled. 
The remainder of the week no house was formed." The index is erro- 
neously entitled : Index | For Vol. XIII, but all the references are to 
Volume XII. 

Journal | of the | United States | In Congress Assmbled: | Contain- 
ing The | Proceedings | From | The 5th Day of November, 1787, | To ) 
The 3d Day of November, 1788. | Volume XIII. | Published by Order 
of Congress. | Printed by John Dunlap. [n. d.] 8vo, pp. 170 ; appendix, 
pp. xcviii. Journal of Congress November 3, 1788, to March 2, 1789, 
(1) p. ; index, pp. xi. The index is erroneously entitled Index to Vol. 
XIV. 
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litical, literary and historical ;" and from it were to be ex- 
cluded " all advertisements not immediately connected with 
the public interest, and also, whatever may tend to scandal 
and detraction." Nothing ever came of this suggestion, 
but we see here but another evidence of the desire on the 
part of persons elected to office to convey to their constit- 
uents a knowledge of the transactions in which they have 
played a part. 1 

If we may judge by the number of publications of its own 
Journal that made their appearance, although the power of 
the Continental Congress dwindled as years wore on to but 
a shadow of its earlier substance, the interest in its doings 
never ceased. It is not to be wondered at that the members 
themselves characterized their own labors with an exagger- 
ated importance. But it is hardly possible that they would 
have published what were large editions of the Journal for 
those days unless they were supported by a popular desire 
to know what was taking place within Congressional walls. 
And the demand for them ceased not, even after the old 
Congress went out of existence. It then became the cus- 
tom to supply incoming members of Congress with com- 
plete sets of the Journals, not only of the Congress under 
the Constitution but of the entire Congress. By the begin- 
ning of 1798 the supply became exhausted and, as Mr. 
Sitgreaves put it, " they had become so scarce that gentle- 
men elected to serve in Congress, and who were entitled to 
them, were not able to obtain them." 2 As these volumes 
contained many ordinances and resolves which were then 
the laws of the land, he proposed a resolution appointing a 
committee to report on the expediency of reprinting such 
volumes of the Journals of the old Congress as were then out 
of print. The resolution was agreed to, but the matter 
slumbered until the following June, when the scene is trans- 
ferred to the Senate. There Mr. Bingham, of Pennsylvania, 
presents a memorial of Chief-Justice Thomas McKean and 
others, members of the bench and bar, praying for the 

1 Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 23, pp. 311-312, 315-316. 

2 Annals of Congress. Fifth Congress, Vol. I. p. 846. 
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printing of the Journal. 1 After the usual commitment, 2 
on July 14 a resolution was agreed to authorizing the Sec- 
retary of the Senate and the clerk of the House of Rep- 
resentatives to subscribe for four hundred copies of the 
Journal of Congress, which it is learned is to be published 
by Richard Folwell. 3 On the same day the resolution was 
sent to the House, but consideration of it was postponed 
till the succeeding session. 4 Rutledge called the matter up 
at the beginning of the third session of that Congress, 4 
stating, among other things, that several printers had made 
proposals for printing the Journals, but were unwilling to 
undertake the work without Congressional subvention. He 
thereupon offered a resolution much like that mentioned 
above, but giving authority to subscribe for blank copies of 
the Journals on such terms as might be found suitable. 

More than a month later 6 the committee to whom the 
resolution was referred reported that the reprinting of the 
Journals was highly desirable, and as Folwell had opened 
subscriptions in Philadelphia for the work, they recom- 
mended, as had the Senate, that four hundred copies of 
his edition be subscribed for. This was made into an 
act of Congress by the agreement of the Senate and by 
Presidential approval, received March 2, 1799/ and the 
well-known Folwell edition which appeared at Philadelphia 
in 1800-1801 was the result. 8 

1 June 20, 1798. Annals of Congress. Fifth Congress, Vol. I. pp. 
584-585. 

2 Ibid., pp. 607, 611. 

3 Ibid., p. 613. 

4 Annals of Congress. Fifth Congress, Vol. II. pp. 2180-2181. 

5 Ibid. Third Session, Fifth Congress, Vol. III. pp. 2564-2565, Jan- 
uary 17, 1799. 

* February 26, 1799. The committee were Rutledge, Nichols, and 
D. Fowler. Loc. cit., p. 2572. 

7 Annals of Congress. Fifth Congress, Third Session, Vol. III. pp. 
3045, 3970. Also Ibid., Vol. II. pp. 2, 239-240. 

8 Journals | of | Congress : | Containing Their | Proceedings | From 
September 5, 1774, To January 1, 1776. | Published by Authority. | 
Volume I. | From Folwell's Press. | Philadelphia. | 1800. 8vo. Author- 
ization, p. (1), pp. (3)-289 ; index, pp. (12). 
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For twenty years nothing more in the way of publication 
was done, and then, as if to mark the half-century of the 
government, and mainly through the influence of Jared 
Sparks and to some extent of Peter Force, a wave of desire 
for placing before the world the doings of the founders of 
our government swept over the country. In consequence 
many volumes of valuable contributions to American his- 
tory, and consisting for the greater part of what we would 
call documents, now first began to appear. 

* * * | From January 1, 1776, To December 31, 1776. | * * * | Volume 

II. | * * *. 8vo. pp. (1), (3)-480 ; index, pp. (22). 

* * * | From January 1, 1777, To January 1, 1778. | * * * | Volume 

III. | * * *. 8vo. pp. (1), (3)-468 ; index, pp. (16). 

* * * | From January 1, 1778, To January 1, 1779. | * * * | Volume 

IV. | * * *. | 8vo. pp. (1), (5)-537; index, pp. (42). 

* * * | From January 1, 1779, To January 1, 1780. | * * * | Volume 

V. | * * *. 8vo. pp. (1), (3)-349; index, pp. (34). 

* * * | From January 1, 1780, To January 1, 1781. | * * * | Volume 

VI. | * * *. 8vo. pp. (1), (3)-176 ; index, pp. (22). 

* * * | From January 1, 1781, To November 2, 1782. | * * * | Volume 

VII. | * * *. 8vo. pp. (3), (5)-396 ; index, pp. (36). 

* * * | From November 2, 1782, To November 1, 1783. | * * * | Volume 

VIII. | * * *. 8vo. pp. (3), (5)-337 ; index, pp. (16). 

* * * | From November 3, 1783, To June 3, 1784. | * * * | Volume 

IX. | * * *. 8vo. pp. (3), (5)-227; index, pp. (5). 

This is followed by (half-title) : Journal | of the | Committee of the 
States | Containing the Proceedings from the first Friday in June, 1784, 
to the second Friday in August, 1784. pp. 29. 

* * * | From November 1, 1784, To November 4, 1785. | * * * | Vol- 
ume X. | * * * | 1801. 8vo. pp. (3), (5)-256; index, pp. (14). 

* * * | From November 4, 1785, To November 3, 1786. | * * * | Vol- 
ume XI. | * * * | 1801. 8vo. pp. (3). (5)-193 ; index, pp. (10). 

* * * | From November 6, 1786, To November 5, 1787. | * * * | Volume 

XII. |***| 1801. 8vo. pp. (3), (5)-145 ; appendix, pp. (147)-169 ; 
index, pp. (5). The appendix is entitled : " Powers to the Board of 
Treasury to Contract for the Sale of | the Western Territory." 

* * * | From November 5, 1787, To November 3, 1788. | * * * | Volume 

XIII. |***| 1801. 8vo. pp. (3), (5)-127; appendix, pp. (129)-189, 
189-192, 193; index, pp. (5). The first appendix contains matter re- 
lating to the Constitutional Convention, the second a contract for a Dutch 
loan, and the third the votes and proceedings from November 3, 1788, to 
March 2, 1789. 
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Preceding all these, however, was the resolution of March 
27, 1818, which provided for printing, under the direction 
of the President of the United States, the Journal of the 
Constitutional Convention, with its acts and proceedings, 
and the Secret Journal and the foreign correspondence 
of the United States down to the date of the ratification 
of the peace of 1783. This was followed hy the passage 
of the resolution of April 21, 1820, which provided for the 
publication, under the direction of the President of the 
United States, of the Secret Journal, " together with all the 
papers and documents connected with that Journal, and all 
other Papers and Documents, heretofore considered confi- 
dential, of the Old Congress," beginning with the year 
1783 to the formation of the present government. Under 
the provisions of these two Resolutions appeared the two 
series of diplomatic correspondence, the first under Sparks's 
supervision in 1829-30, and the Secret Journal of the old 
Congress, published by Thomas Wait, of Boston, in four 
volumes, in 1820-21. 1 

Congress has lent its encouragement to but one other 
publication of the Journal of Congress. As a private 
enterprise, Messrs. Way and Gideon, of Washington, in 
1823, brought out a four-volume edition of the Journal. 
Failing to receive the public support anticipated, they ap- 

1 Secret Journals | of | The Acts and Proceedings | of | Congress, | 
From the First Meeting thereof to the Dissolution | of the Confedera- 
tion, by the Adoption | of the Constitution of the | United States. | 
Published under the direction of the President of the United States, 
conformably to | Eesolution of Congress of March 27, 1818, and April 
21, 1820. | Vol. I. | Boston: | Printed and Published by Thomas B. 
Wait. | 1821. Bastard title : Secret Journals | of the | Congress of the 
Confederation. | Domestick Affairs. | History of the Confederation. 8vo. 
Authorization, pp. (v)-vi; advertisement pp. (vii)-viii, pp. (9)-279, 
(283)-464. Pages (283)-464 contain the History of the Confederation. 
The half-title on p. (283) is : History | of | The Confederation. 

* * * | Vol. II. | * * * | Bastard title: Secret Journals | of the | Con- 
gress of the Confederation. | Foreign Affairs. | pp. (4), (5)-474. Half- 
title: "Supplement," pp. (475)-587. 

[Ibid.] Vol. III. | 1821. pp. (6), (7)-614. 

[Ibid.] Vol. IV. pp. (4), (5)-454. 
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pealed to Congress to come to their assistance. The matter 
came up in the Senate in February, 1825, 1 when a motion 
to purchase six hundred and thirty copies of "Way and 
Gideon's edition was negatived by a substantial majority, 
and I have not been able to find that it was ever again 
given consideration by that branch of the government. In 
the House they had a better fortune, for on the 24th of 
the same month 2 a resolution was passed authorizing the 
purchase of three hundred copies for the use of the House, 
" Provided the price shall not exceed $2.25 per volume full 
bound and lettered." 3 

1 February 18, 1825, Congressional Debates, I. 624. 

2 Ibid., 681. 

3 Journals | of | The American Congress : | From 1774-1788. | In Four 
Volumes. | Volume I : | From September 5, 1774, to December 81, 1776, 
inclusive. | Washington : \ Printed and Published by Way and Gideon. 

| 1823. 8vo, pp. 588 ; index, pp. xxviii. 

[Ibid.] Volume II : | From January 1, 1777, to July 31, 1778, inclu- 
sive, |***| 8vo, pp. 639 ; index, pp. xxxviii. 

[Ibid.] Volume III : | From August 1, 1778, to March 30, 1782, inclu- 
sive. |***| 8vo, pp. 740 ; index, pp. lviii. 

[Ibid.] Volume IV: | From April 1, 1782, to November 1, 1788, in- 
clusive. | Also the Journal of the Committee of the States, From the 
1st Friday in June, to the 1st Friday in August, 1784. | With An Ap- 
pendix. |***| 8vo, pp. 880 ; appendix, pp. 62, containing : " Journal 
of the Committee of the States," pp. 16 ; " Appendix. | Powers to the 
Board of Treasury to Contract for the Sale of | the Western Territory," 
pp. (17)-19 ; " Contracts for Monies Borrowed in Europe," pp. 19-28 ; 
Resolves of Congress, etc., relating to Constitutional Convention, etc., 
pp. 28-61 ; Contract for the Dutch loan, pp. 61-62 ; Journal of Con- 
gress, November 1, 1788, to March 2, 1789, p. (63) ; index, pp. lxvii. 

(To be continued.) 



